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High school students introduce World Heritage sites and the history of Kagoshima !
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";l Shimadzu Nariakira’s appearance
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Nariakira Shimadzu felt a potential threat

from the advanced foreign ships that entered

Japan and soon began the Shuseikan - -
project. Using Dutch writings as a basis, and starting with
the creation of their own reverberatory furnace, Japanese
ironworks, glassworks and shipbuilding progressed
greatly. In 1855, the first Japanese steamship was built.
Nariakira also put focus into education and discovered
Salgo Takamori. Many people inherited his will and a
modern nation was actively created.
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The production of the reverberatory furnace was the
central part of the Shuseikan project and helped the
modernization of Satsuma advance. The stone furnace
was used to melt large amounts of metal with charcoal
and led to large-scale iron production and shipbuilding.
The Satsuma people were able to adapt and create this
reverberatory furnace just from reading Dutch texts. It
was made with such precision that a razor blade couldn’t
even be pushed through the cracks.
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Former Machinery Factory
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The area around the Former Machinery Factory is

called Japan’s first industrial area because there
was metal and machinery parts processing as well
as ship and steam engine repair there. After the
Anglo-Satsuma War, the importance of the steam
engine and other machinery was recognized and

the technology spread across Japan. Underneath
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this exact lawn there are remnants of the factory. In
those days, the factories spread out all the way to
the nearby location of the present-day shops.
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The Former Engineer's Residence was a dorm built
to house the seven British spinning mill engineers
that were invited to Satsuma by Tomoatsu Godai,
Designed in England, the building had glass
windows, which was very rare in those days.
Japanese carpenters also made a few unexpected
adjustments to the design, including the doorknob
height, which they made the same as that on

Japanese sliding doors and screens.

N9ASFE- R eRLASRE

EAT RS HAMENR RER XSS ANREE AA- LT B,

ERM7EHAZMRENEE . AFRERERIT, &4
HEMAIBANERRERN-EEANERREAMEN
BARSN (MEFNEERREXNRNNESNEE

HEREREMNLE. ﬁ

FHTORHLOT BFRR
EnkAlRE.

06



IITKEREENT,
EORACHHKESILY

rot,
" F
g~
ZAME AL KRR E 23 -
EORRENDTASMUMAGC .
ERGARTABENCENIE =
TIURITRANE,

el
Nariakira had developed modern factories but
steam power engines were still in an experimental
stage, so they had to use energy from water wheels
to power the factories, There were no rivers nearby,
s0 they created the Sekiyoshi Sluice Gate of
Yoshino Leat to transport water all the way from
Yoshino, which was located seven kilometers away.
The Sekiyoshi Sluice Gate was the main provider of
energy to the Shuseikan project.
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The Terayama Charcaol Kiln
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In the past the people of Kagoshima didn't have
access to the coals necessary for running a steam
engine. However, there were a lot of trees perfect
for making charcoal in the Terayama area. So they
built the Terayama Charcoal Kiln and made enough
charcoal to melt iron and fuel steam engines and
operate early spinning mills. Terayama played a key
part in the early Japanese Industrial revolution and

the move toward modernization.
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